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1. Location/Land Status: The Moe No.4 Mine is located on land owned by the New 
Mexico State Land Office within Section 32, T1 3N, R9W on the USGS Dos Lomas 
quadrangle (35.313011 N, 107.813102W) and is surrounded by private properties. Physical 
access to the mine can be gained by traveling north 12 miles from Milan, NM on NM 605. 
The Moe No. 4 mine is to the east of the highway and visible from the road. Legal access 
was graciously provided by Mr. Robert Schmitt of 57 NM 509, Grants, NM 87020; phone: 
(505) 287-2260. 

2. Human Activity: No evidence of human activity was noted. 

3. Radiological Survey: Radiological survey results were as follows: ground surface 
maximum of 1, 100 µR/hour and minimum of 12 µR/hour. Four-foot elevation maximum 
was 1,000 µR/hour and minimum was 14 µR/hour. The ground surface at the headframe 
displayed readings of 1, 100 µR/hour. Background radiation level is approximately 15 
µR/hour. 

4. Mine Disturbance: Moe No. 4 is a small underground mine situated on approximately 3 
acres which immediately adjoins an arroyo (ephemeral stream). The mine consists of a 30-
degree decline striking north into a collapsed working of approximately 10,000 square-feet 
by 12 feet deep. The site includes approximately 45 small rock piles having an estimated 
total volume of approximately 400 cubic-yards. 

There is a foundation, loading dock and tank located approximately 2,000 feet from the site, 
where the access road leaves NM 605. 

5. Plant Community: The surrounding area is characteristic chaparral: 40% grasses, 5% 
bare ground, 10% scrub, 40% forbs, and 5% bare. 

6. Soils: Soils at the site are Penistaja-Tintero complex, with 1 to 10 percent slopes, 
0 to 3 inches sandy loam, 3 to 19 inches sandy clay loam. 

7. Wildlife: There were numerous signs of rabbit and coyote observed on site, but no 
other wildlife or sign was observed. 

8. Land Use: The land use is light to moderate grazing. 

9. Off-Site Impacts: No off-site impacts were noted. 

10. Topographic Features: The site is flat , and bounded on the northwest by an arroyo. 
The site displays no notable erosional features. 
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11. Hydrogeology: Based on a review of the NMOSE iWaters database, there is one well 
record within a one mile search radius. It is located approximately 800 feet to the north of 
the site, with a recorded depth to water of 30 ft. 

The nearest surface water drainage feature is adjacent to the site to the northwest. 

Decline (adj. to headframe), view to north 



Decline, view to south 

Abandoned Uranium Mine Field Survey Project 
July 18, 2008 

Page 47 

Rock piles, view to northeast 
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